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Orange Meditations
Orange is the color of the robes of the Buddhist monks who have brought us meditation as the highest form of practice to attain enlightenment.  The nine stone portraits in the exhibition of sculptures by Herbert George are meditations on the tragedy of war and its silent victims--women and children.

 

Meditations on art and on sculpture in our time
Stone carving demands great patience and a high degree of technical ability. Three of the works in the exhibition are carved from onyx, the extreme hardness of which makes it a particularly difficult stone with which to work. The pieces are, in fact, carved in some places to such thinness that they become translucent.  In our high tech world we forget that the hand and primitive tools can still form compelling objects, objects that cause us to reconsider a tradition as old as portraiture and to think about why we as a culture so often resort to violence.    

 

Meditations on history and society
In the works entitled Orange Studies, Herbert George has carved stone images based upon a violent moment and its aftermath, taking his inspiration from newspaper and book photographs of an anonymous woman or an innocent child whose life has been forever changed by the destructive carnage of war. The focus of the most recent work, Orange Fragments, has shifted away from the individual portrait to the inclusion in one stone of several images from a particular photo. He uses these narrative images to convey emotional and spatial relationships between the figures within the photos; a complex single sculpture becomes both portrait and place. It is an image that reveals that the violence of war extends far beyond a confrontation between combatants.

 

 

Meditations on time
These portrait heads show an aspect of the tragedy of the innocent victims on both sides of any armed conflict. Herbert George has chosen to use materials of inherent sensual beauty.  The natural coloring of the stones, their strong veining and delicate translucence contrast with the horrific images that lie at the core of these sculptures. He has offered us something of a paradox in these materially beautiful and formally compelling sculptures.
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